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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 


162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 


LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and 
herbs, gathered from the mountains of Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by 
Rev. Father Kuenzle of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, 
whose books are in official use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favor- 
ably in cases of gout, skin diseases, abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, 
etc. It has a very beneficial effect especially on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. 
Father Kuenzle has the recommendation of the Holy Father as an herbalist. Price of 
regular Lapidar $2.50 per box. Persons afflicted with high blood pressure, gout, or 
stomach troubles or weak heart and nerves or liver troubles, inquire for SPECIAL 
LAPIDAR mentioning nature of ailment. Price $2.85 per box. We also cannot highly 
enough recommend our table tea, Messenger of the Alps, to be used as a daily bever- 
age. Price: large box 95 cents, plus postage. 


Agents wanted Address: Lapidar Co., Chino, California 








Che “Our Father’ 
for Little Ones. 


With a Foreword by Archbishop Murray 


This delightful book will teach 
your children how easy it is to 
pray. 

The book has 10 beautiful pic- 
tures in full colors. Each picture 
is 5 inches high. The small pic- 
ture here illustrates GIVE US 
THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD. 

Lovely verses make this a most 
charming book. 


Single copy only 15 cts. Two copies, 25 cts. 


CATECHETICAL GUILD 
551 University Avenue W. 
St. Paul, Minn. 
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Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 38, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 


° ’ T al . ° 
Premiums for New Subscriptions 
to “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


For 1 NEW Subscription 


Manual of Prayers — A handy prayer-book, vest pocket size, con- 
taining Mass prayers, Confession and Communion devotions, Epistles 
and Gospels. OR: — 


The Way of the Cross—A popular 64-page booklet containing 
the Stations, with fifteen inspiring pictures and other prayers in honor 
of the Passion of our Lord. Vest pocket size, durable cover, gilt title. 
OR: — 

Views of the Crucifix of Limpias — Three inspiring pictures of 
this Miraculous Crucifix, with helpful reflections under each, mounted 
in a folder which will stand on your desk or table, like a photograph. 
OR: — 

Any two booklets which you may select from the list on the back 
cover. 


For 2 NEW Subscriptions 


“The Christian Home’ — A practical and inspiring study of the 
principles that should underlie family life in the Catholic home. This 
booklet is, as its subtitle modestly claims, a true ‘“‘guide to happiness 
in the home.’”’ Though only recently published, the booklet has al- 
ready met with an enthusiastic reception by parents and pastors and 
all who are interested in home-building. 144 pages. OR: — 


St. Anthony Statue — An artistic and inspiring image of the saint, 
of cream-colored composition, 6 inches high. OR: — 


“The Golden Book’? — A favorite prayer-book with lovers of the 
Blessed Virgin. Bound in imitation leather, with red edges. 543 pages. 


For 3 NEW Subscriptions 


“The Spirit of the First Friday’ —A neat manual containing 
reflection for each First Friday of the year, besides appealing devo- 
tions to the Sacred Heart and the features of an ordinary prayer-book. 
OR: — 

A Rosary — Black genuine cocoa beads on durable chain. 


For 6 NEW Subscriptions 


Nickel-bound Crucifix— 10 inches long,—a nice size for the 
wall of a room. Of all objects of devotion, the Crucifix should be 
dearest to our hearts. It is not only an ornament for the walls, but 
an incentive to practice Christian virtue and a consolation in trials. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


(Please mention premium desired.) 
































THE OFFERING OF 
THE CHILD JESUS IN THE TEMPLE 


CHEE 


AN we doubt that the purified gaze of holy Simeon 

perceived an unearthly radiance emanating from the 
precious Treasure which the beautiful Virgin Mother bore 
in her arms as she approached the temple? She places 
the Child in the arms of the aged priest, and the full light 
of the mystery breaks upon Simeon’s soul. He, a feeble 
creature, bears the weight of the Creator! The fair Infant 
face is to him nothing less than the glory of heaven. 
Myriad angels hover about as the Divine Child is placed 
upon the altar. 


INFINITE worth of this Offering! All treasures of 

earth are as nothing in comparison to this Gift of the 
Father to man, and this Offering of Incarnate Love to the 
Father! This same offering will be renewed years later. 
The altar will then be, not the stone table of the temple, 
but the gibbet of the Cross. Mary, then, as now, will also, 
in a spirit of sacrifice, offer her Son and her God! 


—— +a} -—_ 
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Embracing Incarnate Mercy 
For the Feast of the Purification, February 2d 





“Today the Blessed Virgin offered the Child 
Jesus in the temple, and Simeon, filled with the 
Holy Ghost, took Him into his arms and blessed 
God for all eternity” (Sung during procession). 


ITH Candlemas Day, or the Feast of the Purification, 
the Christmas season closes. In the arms of His 
Mother the Divine Child is carried to the temple, 
to be presented to God like all the first-born sons 
of Israel. This feast is justly ranked among the 
greatest Christmas feasts: with Christmas and the 
Epiphany, it forms the zenith of the winter litur- 
gical cycle. In these feasts we can perceive a marked progression, 
both in the symbolism of light and in the participation of mankind 
in the manifestation of the God-man. At Christmas, “the Light shin- 
eth in darkness” (John i. 5), but few there are who receive it. At 
the Epiphany the Light shines upon Jerusalem (the Church) — 
“the glory of the Lord is risen upon Jerusalem” — and the Gentiles 
hasten out of the darkness to the city of light. On Candlemas 
Day the light is in our hands; we carry it in procession and 
during Holy Mass. Light forms an essential part of the liturgy of 
this feast. 

The words of Simeon’s Canticle, “Lumen ad revelationem gen- 
tium—A light to the revelation of the Gentiles,” applied to the 
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Messias, have given rise to the institution of a procession with lighted 
candles. The blessing of the candles and the procession make this 
rite one of the most magnificent of the whole year. 

On this day, the Church, adorned as a bride, goes forth to meet 
the Lord and “full of longing takes the Incarnate Mercy into her 
arms.” It is this progression which makes the Feast of the Purifi- 
cation so beautiful. On the Feast of Christmas the Church is still 
completely in the background; the new-born King fully occupies the 
liturgy. On the Feast of the Epiphany the Church is decked as a 
bride — “clothed with the garment of salvation, as a bride adorned 
with her jewels” (Isa. lx. 10). The liturgy celebrates a nuptial feast. 
On the Feast of Candlemas we see significant progress: the bride 
(the Church) adorns her bridal-chamber and goes forth to meet 
the bridegroom. The invitatory of Matins, which expresses the cen- 
tral idea of the feast in the shortest form, reads: “Behold, the 
Lord, the Ruler cometh unto His holy temple; rejoice and be glad, 
O Sion! Go forth to meet thy God.” 


A Feast of Light 


A characteristic feature of this feast is light. We know the 
significant symbolism of light: it typifies Christ and the Divine life 
of Christ within us. On this day Holy Church blesses candles for 
her use during the year. Candles are also distributed among the 
faithful, to be used for devotions in the home, during storms and 
temptations, and especially at the Communion of the sick and the 
administration of the last sacraments. 

The Church at the same time reminds us of the baptismal can- 
dle, the sign of our adoption as children of God. Every year on 
this feast we receive the candle anew, so that we may hasten to 
meet the Bridegroom “with burning lamps” when He comes for the 
nuptials at the end of our lives. 

Today we carry in procession the burning light, the symbol of 
«Christian life, reminding us that thus we should bear Christ within 
us. During the procession this beautiful antiphon is sung: — 

“O daughter of Sion, adorn thy bridal-chamber, and welcome Christ ‘the 
King: greet Mary with loving embrace, for she, who is the very gate of 
heaven, bringeth to thee the glorious King of the new light. Though in her 
arms she bears a Son begotten before the day-star, yet ever she remaineth a 
pure virgin. Hers was the Child whom Simeon, taking up into his arms, de- 
clared unto all peoples to be the Lord of life and of death, the Savior of the 
world.” 

With the faithful bearing the lighted candles in procession, the 
house of God becomes truly an image of heaven. 
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Our Divine Substitute 





PASTOR was complimenting ‘his assistant on his 
series of sermons on the holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 
“Within the past year the attendance at daily Mass 
has increased very noticeably,” he remarked. “Do 
not give me the credit for it,” responded the assist- 
2 ant. “Since I began the annual home visiting in 
the section of the parish you assigned to me, I 
have learned who is responsible for this increased 
appreciation of Holy Mass in our parish. Miss S., whose charity leads 
her to the homes of the poor, the suffering and the dying, is the 
real apostle of daily Mass. When anyone is ill, she tells the family 
to go to daily Mass; our Lord will grant health to the sick member. 
When anyone is out of employment, living in poverty, she tells them 
what a treasure daily Mass is. When a member of the family needs 
conversion, she points out how many graces are obtained through 
Holy Mass. In this way she has quietly instilled an appreciation for 
Holy Mass in the hearts of her neighbors, so that there is a repre- 
sentative from nearly every family in her vicinity coming to daily 
Mass.” 

“That is genuine Catholic Action, isn’t it!” exclaimed the pas- 
tor. “What a wonderful amount of blessings this little woman is 


1°? 


bringing to souls! 





Would that more of us realized the incomparable spiritual treas- 
ures to be garnered from Holy Mass! 

Who of us has not at times longed to offer something truly 
precious to God, but has suffered and sighed at the consciousness 
of his own impotency? Is there help for our poverty? Yes. For 
our benefit the apostle has written these encouraging words: “I can 
do all things in Him who strengtheneth me” (Phil. iv. 13). Jesus 
supplies for all that is lacking in us. “Thou art my Divine Substi- 
tute!” cried out a holy soul; “through Thee I am as rich as God 
| Himself and nothing is wanting to me!” 

Jesus is our Divine Substitute: 1. for our adoration and vener- 
ation; 2. for our thanksgiving; 3. for our atonement; 4. for our 
petition and supplication. 


1, Our Adoration 


Adoration is the first duty we owe to God. Praise, the expression 
of the “Laudate vocation,” is the first homage we should pay Him. 

















XUA 
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Our life should be an uninterrupted hymn of praise of God, until 
it unites in harmony with the heavenly Sanctus. But even the holiest 
souls, who, like the larks, sing the clearer the higher they soar, soon 
find themselves forced to halt in their flight and to lower their voices 
because they perceive that they are but weak creatures. 

Behold our Divine Substitute! Every morning at Holy Mass the 
priest elevates* the consecrated Host and at the same time says the 
words: “Through Him (Jesus), and with Him, and in Him, is to Thee, 
God the Father almighty, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor 
and glory.” At this moment our debt of adoration is paid. This is 
the value of the Lamb of God upon the golden paten! — But it is 
a fact that millions of people deny their God the adoration due to 


Him, either through ignorance or malice. And it is another fact that 


the holy Sacrifice of the Mass is offered uninterruptedly, so that, as 
statistics affirm, throughout the day and the night a consecration takes 
place four times every second somewhere in the world. Ah, how rich, 
how happy could we poor human creatures be if we would follow the 
Holy Sacrifice in its daily rounds about the world and again and again 
make the offering: “Eternal Father, I offer Thee Jesus, Thy beloved 
Son, to adore and glorify Thee in my name and in the name of all 
who adore Thee not.” Each time we offer Jesus to the Heavenly 
Father, the offering of ourselves is included, for as living members 
we are united with our Head. 


In Holy Mass Jesus also supplies what is wanting to our gratitude. 
What is life, on our part? An abyss of misery. On the part of God 
it is an ocean of benefits. If we cast a glance at the history of our 
interior life, if, year after year, day after day, we follow the course 
of God’s benefits, we shall soon be overawed by the burden of Divine 
liberality. And in addition to these personal favors, we enjoy the 
great fourfold common blessings: The creation, the Redemption, the 
Holy Eucharist, and the inheritance of heaven. Overwhelmed by so 
much goodness on the part of God, the soul will cry out: “What shall 
I render to the Lord for all He hath rendered unto me?” Then is 
the time to thank God by saying with the sainted Cure of Ars: “Eternal 
Father, with the merits of Thy Divine Son, pay Thyself and return 
the rest to me.” The merits of Christ being inexhaustible, we may, 
in fact, literally speak of “paying” and of a “remainder.” What 
could hinder us from paying our debt of gratitude to God daily, hourly? 





*Just before the “Pater Noster;” this is called the “minor Elevation.” 





tele 
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3. Our Atonement 


Jesus also supplies for what is wanting in our atonement and 
satisfaction. Man, being a creature and a sinner, is not capable of 
rendering complete satisfaction. God demands a pure, a holy, an 
immaculate sacrifice of atonement. This, again, only Jesus, the Divine 
Martyr of Calvary, can render. In the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 
this work of atonement, the Good Friday Sacrifice, continues. It is 
increased by the merits of the martyrs, the saints and all just souls 
whose manifold works augment the general treasury. It is in our 
power to make fruitful this precious treasure by the frequent use of 
the powerful offering: “Eternal Father, I offer Thee the most Precious 
Blood of Jesus Christ, in satisfaction for my sins, for the sins of the 
whole world, and for the suffering souls in purgatory.” 


4. Jesus Supports Our Petitions 


How our Divine Savior also supports our petitions is related by 
St. John Vianney in a conference given at Ars: “A holy priest prayed 
for a departed friend. God had distinctly manifested to him that this 
soul was still in purgatory. The priest thought he could do nothing 
better for his departed friend than to offer the holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass for him. Taking the Sacred Host in his hands after the Consecra- 
tion, he said: ‘Holy and Eternal Father, let us make a bargain. Thou 
hast the soul of my friend in purgatory and I have Thy Son in my 
hands. Do Thou deliver my friend, and I will offer Thee Thy Son 
with all the merits of His sufferings and death in exchange.’ At the 
elevation of the Sacred Host he was comforted by beholding the soul 
of his friend radiant with glory, ascending to heaven.” Let us do the 
same whenever we wish to obtain a favor from God. Let us offer 
the Sacred Host after consecration, and also frequently during the 
day, and nothing beneficial for our salvation will be denied us. 

When we pray the Rosary or the Canonical Hours, we meet with 
the “Gloria Patri” again and again. This short prayer embraces 
praise, thanksgiving and atonement to the Blessed Trinity.’ We there- 
by express the desire to give to God all honor as it was from ‘eternity 
and shall be to all eternity. This desire becomes a reality if, with a 
short interior act of the will, we offer up the Sacred Host or the 
Precious Blood. Through the Holy Eucharist the Most Holy Trinity 
really receives all honor and glory, “as it was in the beginning, is 
now and ever shall be, world without end.” 

O Eternal Father, I offer to Thee the Sacrifice which Thy beloved 


Son Jesus made of Himself upon the Cross, and which He' now renews 
on countless altars! 
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A Titanic Struggle 
For February, — Catholic Press Month 





VER since the fall of Lucifer and his companions, a 
titanic struggle has been going on between the powers 
of darkness and the spirits of light. Not with the 
deafening roar and the bloodshed of material warfare 
is this struggle waged, but silently, on the battle-field 
of the spiritual world. Far more deadly than the 
havoc on visible battle-fields is the destruction wrought 
by Satan and his cohorts in this silent, hidden con- 

UF flict for souls.— One of the most powerful weapons . 
employed in this battle, both by the spirits of light and the spirits 
of darkness, is the art of printing. “Heaven and hell battle on 
paper!” writes Alban Stolz, with his characteristic straightforward- 
ness of expression. It requires but little reflection to interpret the 
allegory. We need but “open our eyes” to behold this giant struggle 
between the cohorts of hell and the legions of heaven, daily going 
on around us. Dismay would fill our hearts, did we but consider 
this fact earnestly and recognize the danger to our own and others’ souls. 

Pope Pius X, ever an ardent advocate of the Catholic Press, once 
wrote to a Catholic journalist: Your pen, my son, is more powerful 
than ten thousand men! It was not for rhetorical effect that the mild 
Pontiff used this startling expression, but because, in his position of 
chief pastor, he recognized the astounding influence for good or evil 
which a writer may exert. And has not this power doubled and re- 
doubled in our day, when the art of printing has attained to such 
efficiency that masses of literature are daily poured from thousands 
of presses throughout the world? How much of this literature, alas, 
combats on the side of Satan! 

It is related of this saintly Pontiff that while he was still Patriarch 
of Venice he learned that the local Catholic paper “Difesa” was 
‘threatened with extinction. With all the zeal of his great personality 
he set to work to rescue the paper from ruin. In an assembly of 
Catholics called together for this purpose he exclaimed: “I desire 
that the paper be continued at any cost, and if it should become 
necessary, | would give my very pectoral cross and pontifical robes 
to save it!” Such was his estimation of the worth and importance of 
a good, Catholic paper! Would not his zeal put to shame the apathy 
of so many American Catholics who make no effort whatever to assist 
our Catholic papers in these difficult. times? 

It was this same Pontiff who declared, on another occasion: “Build 
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churches, preach, hold missions, found schools, perform all manner 
of good works — well and good; but all your efforts will be in vain 
if you disregard the greatest and most powerful weapon of our days, 
if you neglect Christian journalism, if you fail to provide for the mass 
distribution of Christian publications!” 

Similarly the saintly Pius IX had spoken before him: “Jt is the 
sacred duty of every Catholic to support the Catholic press, and to 
obtain for it the greatest possible circulation among the people. A 
good press is a work of the highest utility and of the greatest merit.” 

The renowned Bishop Keppler writes: “A Catholic who does not 
support the good Catholic press as much as lies in his power, who 
does not by word and deed promote and spread it, who does not co- 
operate in expelling bad publications: such a Catholic has no right 
to call himself a faithful child of the Church.” 

Here, then, is truly a work of Catholic Action! One of the most 
powerful and far-reaching forms of Catholic Action is the dissemination 
of Catholic literature. Only one-third of our American Catholics are 
subscribers to a Catholic paper or magazine. How shall the other 
two-thirds be reached except by the efforts of individual Catholics 
in the support and spread of Catholic publications? This form of 
apostolate is open to every man, woman and child. It is for us to 
counteract the great amount of evil done by a decadent secular press 
by doing all in our power to support our Catholic publications. Let 
us not shift the burden to other shoulders, but, alive to our own 
responsibility, take up arms against the forces of evil, which have all 
too many allies in our presentday world. Only then shall. the powers 
of darkness retire from the battle-field, vanquished, if Catholics take 
a positive stand with the forces of truth! 


The Small Press also a Great Power 


“When one speaks of the power of the press,” writes Bishop 
Keppler, “one must think not only of the great publications, The 
SMALL press, too, has its significance and its importance. Its in- 
fluence penetrates DEEPER into the social and individual life. A 
bad publication, like a swampland, spreads its polluted vapor day by 
day into the life-breath of a congregation or a community. A good 
publication, on the contrary, is a clear forest stream which with its 
crystal waters refreshes and enlivens the plains of social life, especially 
when it is nourished from the eternal fountains of religion.” 

“Tabernacle and Purgatory" draws its life from the Fountain of 
the Holy Eucharist, its principal aim being to enkindle in hearts an 
ardent devotion to this Mystery of Love. Articles on the occurring 
feasts and mysteries of our holy Faith, on the Blessed Virgin, the 
Saints, and the Poor Souls, together with stories, ‘Little Lovers’ 
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section for children, and inspiring pictures, make it a true FAMILY 
magazine, with an appeal to each member. Here are a few recom- 
mendations from its readers: — 

“For the past few months I had the pleasure of reading your 
beloved, inspiring and devotional magazine through a friend of mine, 
and I have become so attached to it that I can’t be without it. Your 
most loving magazine, I would say, repeating the words of one of 
your subscribers, needs only to be read, for it recommends itself.” 
Gserje wuserses, ‘Laat Pe: Mr. G. P., Honolulu, Hawaii. 

“Rev. E. C., former prior of the Carmelite Monastery here, vis- 
ited us a few weeks ago before leaving for... Among the things he 
was taking with him was a bundle of ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ 
magazines, for his spiritual reading and meditation. While he was 


lauding your publication, his companion, a newly ordained Carmelite, — 


who is studying advanced philosophy under Msgr. Fulton Sheen, re- 
marked that he regards ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ as the finest spirit- 
ual magazine in the country, and that Dr. Sheen greatly admires it 
also. As soon as I was able ‘to get the floor,’ I told of my accu- 
mulation of seven years’ copies of the magazine, which I read over 
and over. I did not admit that I steal shamelessly from it in getting 
out our little parish monthly!” Mr. F.D.R., Washington, D.C. 


“I must once again repeat that “Tabernacle and Purgatory’ is the best 
magazine on the market. How many times has my faith been wavering, how 
many times have I had doubts, and how many times have my religious 
duties grown weak! I cannot count them. Through this wonderful magazine 
I have obtained very much knowledge of the Catholic Faith and the Church. 
This magazine has helped me enormously. It also builds up a person's 
character. I hose Pag: will continue on with this wonderful work successfully 
in the future.” +re~ Siecke, s\Kes-Bare Mr. A.S., Pennsylvania 

“The little book is indispensable to me, and WE INTEND TO USE 
IT IN SOME OF OUR STUDY CLUBS in connection with Catholic 
Action.” Wee. L.F-G regery, Vommend. Mrs. L.F.G., Indiana 

“It was very kind-of you to send me the magazine when I couldn't pay for 
it these last few years, as every dollar meant a whole lot to me. My husband 
was unemployed for one and a half years. To show you my appreciation for 
sending the book when I needed it most, I'm going to pay in advance. Here it 
is — $20.00, paying my back years and the years to come, as I love your book 
jmmeasurably. My mother always had “Tabernacle and ppratory and I want 


it all the time in my family.” Mrs. C.V. McG® Philadelphia, Pa. 


To do your part in Catholic Action during this Catholic Press 
Month, solicit new subscriptions to “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” The 
subscription rate is only $1.00 per year for the United States, and 
$1.25 for foreign countries, or, for a limited time, $2.00 FOR THREE 
years, $3.00 for rouR years, $4.00 for six years, or $5.00 for SEVEN 
years, with corresponding reductions in the rate for foreign countries. 
(Those availing themselves of these rates, however, are not entitled 
to a premium.) 

Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Only a Discarded Paper 





T LAY there on the table, — only a crumpled copy 
of a Catholic paper. How it had found its way 
into a village like Newton Grove, North Carolina, 
where not a single Catholic resided, was a secret of 
Divine Providence. But this discarded paper, per- 
haps once used only to wrap a package, was to 
become a silent missioner. It fell into the hands of 
John Monk, an honest, sincere physician of the lit- 
tle town. The paper contained a copy of a sermon 
preached in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, New York. Dr. 
Monk read the discourse carefully. It impressed him deeply. He 
wrote for further information, addressing his letter as follows: “To 
any Catholic Priest or Bishop in Wilmington, North Carolina.” 

The letter was delivered to the then young Bishop Gibbons who 
later became the great Baltimore Cardinal. He sent a special repre- 
sentative to interview the physician. The result was that not only 
the enquirer entered the Church, but others followed in his steps. 
Finally, in Newton Grove, where originally not a single Catholic 
resided, over one thousand souls professed the Faith. Today, if 
you visit the cemetery there, with the mortal remains of three hun- 
dred converts sleeping in the shadow of the little church, you will 
find among the markers one modestly inscribed: 

John Monk, M.D., the Benjamin of the flock, and under God, 
the founder of this Catholic mission. — And the instrument of his 
conversion was “only a discarded paper.” — What a splendid form 
of Catholic Action is disseminating instructive literature! 


Picked from the Street 


“Father,” said a distinguished Hindoo to a missionary in South 
India, “my grandfather once found a Catholic pamphlet on the street. 
He picked it up, read it, thought over it and became convinced by 
further search that the Catholic religion is the only true Faith. He 
was baptized before he died. His wife, my grandmother, was also 
baptized and died a Catholic. My father, too, had resolved to become 
a Christian, but the cholera snatched him away. Since I, too, have 
studied the Catholic Faith and believe it is true, I beg for baptism 
while I am still in good health.” 

Behold the work of a single Catholic pamphlet which the wind 
had blown into the path of a heathen! It is of the utmost impor- 
tance for Catholics to read Catholic papers, and read them regularly. 
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A Unique Form of. Catholic Action 





~ MONG the many forms of “Catholic Action” which 

=. have been inaugurated in response to the needs 
of the times and to the repeated appeals of our 
Holy Father, Pope Pius XI, who has been fittingly 
called the “Pope of Catholic Action,” there is one 
of peculiar interest to our readers, since it con- 
cerns the esteemed contributor of the “Study Club” 
articles in “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” It was with reluctance that 
he gave his consent to our printing this article, and only on condi- 
tion that it should be considered as an incentive to other Catholic . 
families rather than as a commendation of personal merit. 

Not many months ago, the members of the James Purcell fam- 
ily held a reunion in Chicago. Twenty-four years had elapsed since 
the family had gathered, on the sorrowful occasion of the death of 
their last surviving parent. Years had rolled on, and the children — 
seven boys and one girl — had entered upon various walks of life and 
taken up their residences in widely separated places. But in their 
hearts they kept ever fresh the memory of their pious parents and 
the sound Catholic teachings which they had instilled. 

Urged not only by the natural desire of being reunited with those 
near and dear, but also by the still nobler desire of taking a practical 
part in the program of Catholic Action, they arranged this reunion. 
The meeting was more than a social gathering. It was a testimonial 
to the wonderful Catholic faith and teaching of the pious parents who 
reared this truly Catholic family. Though they had found success in 
their various professions and avocations, they realized that the Faith 
which they had inherited from their parents was a treasure more 
valuable than all the material wealth of the world, and they proposed 
to keep intact and increase if possible this highly prized heritage for 
their children and their children’s children. The treasure they wished 
to safeguard and transmit was not money, nor lands, nor material 
wealth, but a strong Catholic Faith and a Catholic viewpoint of life. 

If material wealth is worthy of conservation in family founda- 
tions, so much the more so is spiritual wealth, they wisely considered. 
Accordingly, they established. the “Purcell Foundation,” in order to 
transmit, conserve and increase the spiritual endowment of the Purcell 
family. The idea was conceived by Mr. Michael W. Purcell, the 
eldest member of the family, who is a prominent district attorney in 
Los Angeles, California. The charter was drawn up and presented 
to the Bishop of Los Angeles, who blessed this noble enterprise. 
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The object of the foundation is truly inspiring and worthy. of the 
imitation of every good Catholic family in the United States. “...To 
do all in our power,” the document reads, “to promote the principles 
of our holy Faith by precept and example, wherever we may be, and 
particularly in the community in which our home is located, and aid 
our pastor and the other priests and religious of the respective parishes 
to which we may belong, in the development of Catholic Action, to 
the end that Catholic Philosophy may be made known and become a 
part of the civic life of the community. And in order to obtain 
Divine assistance in so doing, we and each of us will assist at Mass on 
every day of the year, wherever we may be, except when prevented 
by serious illness or other inability to reach a church where the 
Sacrifice of the Mass is being offered.” 

A list of regulations was drawn up, dealing with the time and 
place of meeting and the method of perpetuating the Foundation by 
enrolling the children of the founders as junior members and ad- 
mitting them to senior membership under certain conditions. Asso- 
ciate members shall also be chosen from the families of the direct 
descendants of the brothers of James Purcell, the father of the founders. 
Annual meetings will be held in an effort to build and sustain “a 
continuing love and affection for each other and to devise ways and 
means of being of mutual assistance, both spiritual and material, 
to the end that our actions and conduct may be an inspiration to our 
children and our children’s children in the years to come.” 

As far as is known, this is the first time that an entire family 
has organized permanently for the furtherance of Catholic Action. 
May it be a precedent for other families who are zealous in trans- 
mitting the torch of faith, not only to future generations, but also 
to the millions who are still in the darkness of unbelief. 

The members of the Purcell family are, in the order of seniority: 

Michael W. Purcell, prominent district attorney in Los Angeles, Calif. 

James J. Purcell, executive of the Santa Fe Railroad, Independence 
Kansas. 

John Purcell, farmer at Centralia, Kansas. 

Patrick H. Purcell, executive of the Santa Fe Railroad, Las Vegas, 
New Mexico. 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. F. A. Purcell, D.D., pastor of St. Mel’s Church, Chicago, 
Illinois, and for twenty-five years, rector of Quigley Preparatory 
Seminary. 

Dr. Thomas E. Purcell, Dean of the School of Dentistry, St. Louis 
University, St. Louis, Missouri, and former President of the Nation- 
al Council of Catholic Men. 


Joseph D. Purcell, retired business man, Chicago, Illinois. 
Mrs. Mary A. Purcell Owens, of Chicago, Illinois. 
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Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 


By Dr. Thomas E. Purcell, K.S.G. 


Catholic Study Clubs * 


,OMPLAINT is heard that we are not developing Cath- 
. olic leadership among the laity. We have Catholic 

schools, high schools, colleges, and universities de- 
veloped to a high degree, but where is the Catholic 
leadership that should have come with these advanced 
opportunities? Also, it might be asked, where are 
the highly educated leaders who we rightly expected 
would come from the Knights of Columbus scholar- 





these problems and see what, if anything, is wrong. 
These highly educated young men came out into a 
highly specialized world. Their first thought was to 
get a position that they might live. I dare say the greater majority 
are in the business and professional world doing creditable work. 
But you ask what about the Catholic leadership we should rightly 
expect from them? And I will ask what opportunities were presented 
them? They could look around at the Catholic or- 
What about ganizations; all were doing good work in their re- 
Catholic spective fields, all were led by men who were and 
Leadership? are capable. In every city were Catholic activities, 
but when anything of importance was contemplated, the same group 
was called into conference, and if they examined the history of 
the past, the same group had been doing this work very well for 
twenty-five or more years. 

There wasn’t much chance to break into that group because it 
seems to be a closed corporation. This is not in the way of criti- 
cism or in any way suggesting that there is anything wrong with 
the system, but there should be a field where this Catholic energy 
and training should find an outlet. It should be a work that would 
develop Catholic leadership. Where must it begin? In the parish, 
which, next to the family, is the unit of Catholic life. How? By 
aiming and planning to eventually have in each parish small clubs, 
_who will be trained to study their religion and to so understand it 
that they not only will be proud of it, but will become better Cath- 
olics, because as they delve into their religion and its history there 
will open up to them a new world, a new ambition to become in a 
small way worthy of the gift of faith they possess. They will begin 
to realize that, without the Church, civilization would have been 
destroyed long ago, that the security of the present and the hope of 
the future are bound up in the teachings of the Church, and gradually 
it will dawn upon them that they are beginning to acquire a liberal 


* This article is a letter written to the officers of the National 
Council of Catholic men about the Study Clubs. — Women have also 
been active in forming Study Clubs, and are developing splendid results. 


ships at the Catholic University? —- Let us analyze - 
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education, that they have been suffering from an inferiority complex 
without any reason, and they will begin to look about them with a 
different viewpoint, sympathizing with their non-Catholic neighbor, 
willing and anxious to explain to honest inquirers things about their 
faith. They will begin to realize that the Church does 
Admirable not say that there is nothing true nor good in other 
Fruit of creeds. She is glad when a religious system retains 
Study Clubs any item of truth, such as belief in some of the Sacra- 
ments, in the divinity of Christ, in the value of prayer. What she 
does condemn in other creeds is the truths they have lost or possess 
in a diluted form, or never had. Our catechism tells us that ‘They 
who know the Church to be the true Church and remain out of it 
cannot be saved.’’ If, therefore, a heathen who believes in some 
vague way in the existence of a God who rewards and punishes, and 
on His account repents of his sins, though confusedly, he is said to 
have “implicit faith,’’ and if he desires to do all that God wishes, if 
he knew what it was, he probably has a “Baptism of desire’? which 
saves him. 

So, as his horizon enlarges, he will begin to sense a personal 
responsibility and look about him to see if, by his conduct in business 
and in his daily life, he is living so as not to give scandal, that his 
practice of his religion is such that his neighbor is edified; then he 
will realize what is meant by “Catholic Action.” 

But how will all of this develop Catholic leadership, and how 
long will it take? The Church plans and thinks in centuries. We 
must not be impatient because time seems to be a 
serious factor. But the foundation should begin to 

Leadership prepare an outlet for the many Catholic young men 

Developed who think that there is no opportunity, who think 
that Catholic activity is monopolized by a few; that politicians usually 
are the recognized leaders. These young men should be encouraged 
to form study clubs — small clubs, and under the supervision of the 
Bishop or someone designated by him. This plan would in time result 
in real Catholic leadership, and at the same time give an outlet to 
the stored up energy of many of our young men who, because they have 
nothing of this kind to do, become indifferent to Catholic problems, 
and feel that their only obligation is to attend Mass, receive the Sacra- 
ments, and let someone else do the work. 

Study Clubs are not new. They are as old as the Church. The 
difficulty seems to be with the type of work with which they should be 
intrusted. They should not attempt to develop a Catholic Truth Society. 
Such a society already exists and is doing wonderful work. It should 
not develop into civic clubs like Rotary or the Kiwanis or similar 
organizations. That field is well taken care of, and fine work is 
being done. 

Within the Church the sodalists and the Holy Name, St. Vincent 
de Paul and kindred societies are covering their respective fields 
nobly and well. 

We do not want a society that will delve into theology. The 
hierarchy and clergy take care of that field. What is left for the study 


Real Catholic 
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clubs? They should go back over history and dig out of the dust 
of centuries the facts about the Church, and study and become proud 
of the faith they have. 

They will see the Church in all her splendor marching down the 
corridors of time, harassed, attacked, persecuted, her ministers burned 
at the stake, hanged, drawn, and quartered, thrown to the savage 
beast, hunted like wild beasts, but not once faltering in her stride, 
praying for her enemies as did Christ on the Cross. Much of this 
history is not ancient. Is she not being persecuted today in Mexico 
and Spain even as she was through the ages. What are we doing 
about it? What can we do about it? Organize the Catholic laity 
into study clubs that will stretch from Atlantic to Pacific, from Canada 
to Mexico, men who will become militant Catholics, proud of their 
faith and willing to make sacrifice infinitesimal as compared with 
those heroic ones who are and have suffered persecution. 

The representatives of these clubs should meet annually to discuss 
their work and present papers and addresses. These meetings will 
receive publicity through the press which will interest both Catholic 
and non-Catholic and in time will result in a laity who will be the 
“shock troops’’ when the persecution comes; and who is so short- 
sighted as not to believe that in this country our faith will be testec 
even as it has been in other countries and in other times. 

Let us prepare for the storm that is sure to come by laying the 
foundation for an intelligent — militant — aggressive — Catholic laity. 





“A Light to the Revelation of the Gentiles...’ 


HEN Jesus was presented in the temple as a Child forty days 

old, the aged Simeon, after taking Him in his arms and bless- 

ing God, uttered these words concerning Him: “...A light to the 

revelation of the gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.” Does 

not this prophecy find its fulfillment, in our regard, in the Blessed 

Eucharist, where our Lord is ever present to be our guiding Light on 

the way of salvation? How fitting it would be to place a lighted candle 

before His Eucharistic throne during this month, to thank Him for the 

light of His grace which has illumined our pathway in the past, and to 
implore Him to guide us still in the future! ; 

For an alms of 50¢, a large wax candle will be burned for a day 

and a night for your intention, before the Most Blessed Sacrament 

exposed in our Adoration Chapel, either at Clyde or at Mundelein. 


For $3.50, a candle will be burned for one week, and for $12.00, an 
entire month. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoratiun 
Clyde, Missouri 
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“Christ, the King of Modern Catholic Life’”’ 





By His Excellency, the Most Reverend Bishop of Madrid, Eijo y Garay. 
We regret that space does not permit our publishing the entire discourse 
delivered by this illustrious prelate who has suffered so much in the persecu- 
tion in Spain. The address in its original Spanish is a pearl of oratory and 
a “flame of Eucharistic fire’ which reveals his sentiments on Catholic Action. 


XULTANT joy thrills my heart when I behold thee, O 
glorious Argentina, the pride of all the Spanish- 
speaking countries of America, how thou hast trans- 
formed thyself into an altar for Christ, the Eucharistic 
Savior. Today, adoring and rejoicing, all nations of 
the earth, and especially thy American sister-nations, 
are kneeling around thy altar. In their midst kneels 
also Spain, thy mother. Today she participates in a 
special manner in thy fame, and with tears of joy 
gazes from Christ to thee, to thee to whom she once 

gave her civilization and culture, her blood, her language and her 

Faith. And her eyes turn back from thee to Christ, to whose redeeming 

sovereignty she surrendered thee. Therefore, on this day, the day of 

thy jubilation and happiness, thou art, according to the words of St 

Paul, more than any other country, her ‘joy and crown’... 

“Today the land of America has raised itself as an altar in the 
face of the whole world, as a throne of adoration of the whole uni- 
verse to Christ the King. And joyfully the faithful of the whole world 
come to this altar and embrace each other with the kiss of peace. 
Here, at the feet of their Father, they realize that they are all broth- 
ers; they realize that they all fight under the one immaculate Lamb 
of God. Rejoicing, they raise their Divine Leader in triumph, and in 
holy sentiments shout to Him with voices vibrating with love. The 
faithful of the world who cannot participate in this ‘great day of God’ 
are present in spirit, and by their prayers and celebrations respond to 
the mighty ‘Viva!’ of the Congressists, so that the Catholic people of the 
whole wide world unite their voices, as once did the Israelites, in 
the exultant cry: ‘Viva Rex!— Long live the King! Live, Christ, 
our Eucharistic King! Live, Thou Lord of souls and of the people! 
Reign, Thou Sovereign of heaven and earth!’ 

“This proclamation of the kingship of Christ is one of the out- 
standing characteristics of modern Catholic life. One of the most 
gratifying fruits of Eucharistic congresses is to firmly anchor the 
entire human society in the royal sovereignty of Jesus Christ, according 
to our gloriously reigning Pontiff... 
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“The earth numbers as many tabernacles as there are stars in the 
heavens. Before these tabernacles kneel the Catholic people of all 
nations, in their cities and parishes, to adore the Most Blessed Sacra- 
ment and to be strengthened at the Banquet of Love. But from time 
to time, in some land of the world, an ecclesiastical dignitary of 
exalted rank appears, takes the Sacred Host in his consecrated hands, 
raises It aloft and summons the nations, that they may once again 
adore It in a solemn, truly Christian union of love. Then it is as 
if the head of the Church, the Vicar of Christ, presented himself before 
the faithful of the whole world and cried out to them: ‘Behold your 
King, the King of Peace!’ And in all Christian hearts the wide world 
over, children of these wonderful times of progress and invention, 
the words of St. Paul again resound: ‘Omnia vestra sunt, vos autem - 
Christi — All things are yours, but you are Christ’s!’... 

“As a remedy for all evils, Pope Leo XIII proclaimed the reign 
of Christ not only over individuals, but also over all nations. Pope 
Pius XI renewed this solemn proclamation by instituting the Feast 
of Christ, the King. The Holy Father ardently desires that Christ 
the King should be recognized and acknowledged by all men, that they 
may vigorously co-operate in the establishment of the kingdom of 
Christ in human society. What else is this but a loving, fatherly 
exhortation to a participation in Catholic Action? How many there 
are who are perfectly satisfied with saving their own soul, but are 
not concerned whether their Faith is persecuted or not. They are 
too easy going, or too timorous, to take a resolute stand against the 
enemy. Thus they render themselves unworthy of their Master, for 
His teachings are despised and His royal rights are disregarded. 
Recognize, therefore, the value of Catholic Action... You champions 
of Christ the King, vivify the light in your hearts through the study 
of the Truth, and then instruct also your neighbor. The principal 
cause of the contempt of the Christian religion is that by so many 
it is not known. Precisely this is the exceedingly sad truth, that 
many who call themselves Christians do not even know their catechism! 
‘Oh, study the Divine truths and teach them to your brethren! All 
who take part in Catholic Action must devote themselves to the 
study of history, to draw therefrom strength for their labors in the 
future. . . 

“But for the battle of Catholic Action, truth alone does not 
suffice. For it we need also the fire of Christian love. And where 
shall we find this fire if not in the Divine furnace of love... in the 
Most Blessed Sacrament. The Blessed Sacrament is the source of 
ecclesiastical life; it is the soul of the hosts, the champion of Christ’s 











— ——————— 
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kingdom and the mystery of all its triumphs. Let us take courage, 
therefore. Unbelieving civilization has become bankrupt. The un- 
believing and materialistic goddess of progress, which is adored by 
many as was the golden calf by the Israelites, can hardly remain 
on her altars. Must not this give us courage, especially when we 
see that the victorious ideas are truly Christian? 
“Yes, truly, the Church will save the world! .. 


” 





Mercy unto Misery 





hospital for veterans so seriously injured and disfigured in the 

War that they could never hope for release. At each cot he 
stopped, shook hands with the soldier and spoke words of encourage- 
ment. After more than an hour he was led toward the exit. 

Suddenly he turned to the head nurse. “I understood you had 
thirty-six patients here — but I’ve seen only twenty-nine.” 

It was explained that the others were so hideously disfigured that 
he was not taken into their ward. 

“Is it for my sake or theirs that you’re not taking me there?” 
he asked quietly. 

“For yours, sir.” 

“Then I insist you show me in.” 

He was led into the room. At each bed he stopped long enough 
to thank the wounded veteran for the sacrifice he had made and to 
assure him that neither he nor England would ever forget it. 

When he had finished, he turned again to his guide. 

“But I’ve seen only six men. Where is the seventh?” 

The head nurse said no one was permitted to see him. Blind, 
maimed, the most hideously disfigured of all, he was kept alone in 
a room which he would never leave alive. 

“Please do not ask to see him, sir!” she pleaded. 

“But I must see him.” 

“I advise against it, Your Highness. It can do no possible good.” 

“I insist that you take me in.” 

She turned and led the way into a darkened room. The Prince 
walked firmly to the bed. His face was white and his lips were 
drawn. In the dim light he looked down on what had once been a 
man but was now a horror. 

Tears came to his eyes. Then impulsively he bent down and 
kissed the cheeks of the broken hero. 


N so long ago the Prince of Wales visited a small private 
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A Divine Embrace of Compassionate Mercy 


Does this incident not recall to the loving soul the example of 
another Prince who stooped in mercy to embrace an object loathsome 
and disfigured? Has there ever been a greater triumph of MERCY 
over MISERY, than the Incarnation of the Eternal Son of God, who 
left His kingly throne and condescended to embrace so closely our 
fallen nature as to become ONE with it? By this Divine embrace He 
showed not only infinite compassion, but boundless Love, thereby mak- 
ing it possible for sin-stained souls to participate in the Divinity, in 
the royalty of God! This embrace of man by the Prince of Peace 
secured for him the “Promised Land;” the portals of the everlasting 
kingdom of God, closed to man in consequence of sin, were again- 
flung ajar through the Redemption. 

The Redemption! Ah, this mystery is the most powerful and 
convincing demonstration of the dignity of man and the value of the 
human soul. Christ once asked: “What exchange shall a man give 
for his soul?” (Matth. xvi. 26.) Behold His own answer, proclaimed 
from the straw of the crib, from the wood of the cross, not in words, 
but in deeds of sacrifice. See those gaping wounds which cover the 
Body of our Savior, the marks of the cruel scourging, the bleeding 
hands and feet... This is the mystery of the Redemption, the EMBRACE 
of the Divinity with humanity which was to raise up the “horror” of 
sin-scarred souls and introduce them to the princely kingdom, even 
unto the inheritance of God! 

What gratitude we owe to our Divine Redeemer! We are living 
in that sacred time when the whole world is commemorating, in a 
special way, the nineteenth centenary of the Mysteries of our Re- 
demption. From April 1934 to April 1935, this Jubilee has been 
extended to the world outside of Rome. Let us be zealous to gain 
this marvelous Indulgence, the graces attached to this extraordinary 
Jubilee of our Redemption. 





THE JUBILEE YEAR OF REDEMPTION: Order this booklet 
which explains the general conditions for gaining the Jubilee (the 
specific conditions are laid down by the Bishop in whose diocese you 
reside). Lent is at hand. Through this wonderful Jubilee, may the 
Wounds of our Savior become the “Door of Life” for us. The time is 
passing, and none of us who make the Jubilee now will ever make 
another centennial Jubilee of our Redemption. The supply of explana- 
tory brochures is limited. Order today. Price each 5¢ 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Christian Home 


A Guide to Happiness in the Home * 

HE world today is full of reformers. Society, we are 

told, is sick with many ills, and a radical remedy is 
‘imperative if the utter breakdown of Christian civili- 
zation is to be averted. Yet, while the urgent need 
of reform is quite generally conceded, there is a wide 
divergence of opinions as to the proper means of 
bringing it about. As Catholics, possessed of the 
divinely revealed truths that should regulate all hu- 
man action, we know that many of the remedies proposed for the 
‘cure of social ills are inadequate, because they do not reach the 
root of the evil; and that many a well-meant reform movement is 
foredoomed to failure, because it is not based on the only true 
and solid foundation of all social reform, namely, the principle that 
there can be no real, permanent social justice and morality without 
| private justice and morality; and that there can be no enduring 
private justice or morality without religion. 

So much is agreed upon among Catholics: religion and morality 
must form the basis of all true reform; and it is a truism to say 
that if all the individuals that make up society were morally good 
and religious, the ills that afflict society would disappear. It is 
furthermore agreed among Catholics that the Catholic Church offers 
the individual all that is necessary for leading a good life. Why 
then do so many of her children fail? They have the true Faith; 
they have the Commandments, which tell them what they must do 
and what they must avoid; and they have the means of grace, prayer 
and the Sacraments, to help them to avoid sin and practice virtue. 
Why, then, are they not all morally good and religious? 

The fundamental reason is simply that they do not choose to 
be so.’ Sin is apparently so pleasant, at least for the moment, and 
the constant practice of virtue is so hard, that men often choose 
the former in preference to the latter. Even in Paradise, where all 
circumstances were so favorable, Adam and Eve abused their free 
will by disobeying God. But in consequence of that first sin. of 
Adam, there exists in all his descendants a strong inclination to evil, 
which makes the practice of virtue still more difficult. And added 
to all this is the example of the wicked world in which we live. 


*By Rev. Celestine Strub, O.F.M. Copyright, 1934, “Franciscan 
Herald Press.” Published here by special arrangement with the 
copyright owner. . 
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It is this latter, the bad example of the world around us, which 
forms the great obstacle to social reform even among Catholics. If 
man were merely an individual living by himself, he would have 
only the enemy within to fight against; but being a social being, 
destined by God to live in society with others, he has also an enemy 
outside himself — the evil example of many of those with whom he 
lives. How to overcome this evil example is the great problem of 
social reform. It is easy enough to say that the bad example must 
be offset by good example; but how and where is the good example 


to be had? 
The Best Catholic Society 

_ Many there are who. say that since it is mainly social attractions 
that lead Catholics into dangerous company and dangerous places of 
amusement, we must have our own societies, our own social agencies, 
club rooms and recreation centers, so that our people can satisfy 
their craving for company and amusement in a harmless manner. 
While admitting that our people should be provided with ample op- 
portunity for healthful and innocent recreation; while admitting, too, 
the importance and desirability of Catholic societies, both secular 
and religious, and attesting that, when properly conducted under 
proper auspices, such societies can do an immense amount of good, 
I am nevertheless of the opinion that it is not by means of these 
societies that social evils will be greatly reduced. Let us have these 
societies by all means; but when we have established them and made 
them flourish, let us not imagine that our task is done. In all such 
societies something is wanting, namely, the intimate daily associ- 


ation of the members in all the important affairs of life. 


Happily, however, there is a society that has this all-important 
requisite; a natural society in which the great majority of men spend 
their lives; a society that is capable of exerting a lifelong influence 
on its members. That society, dear reader, is the family. In the 
family we have all the essential things that man requires as a social 
being for his physical, moral and intellectual well-being and advance- 
ment. And since the family, rather than the individual, is the unit of 
society, to reform society one must begin with the family. Restore 
religion to its rightful place in the home; let religion direct, control 
and permeate the family life, and not only will the individual have 
the safeguard he needs against the evils of society, but society itself 
will be transformed. This, then, religion in the home, is to my mind, 
the best of all remedies for the reform of society; and the purpose of 
my succeeding articles is to explain the remedy and to induce all 
Christian families that can be reached to adopt it. To be continued. 
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St. Nicholas of Tolentino’s Vision of Purgatory 





“DECEASED friend of St. Nicholas of Tolentino once 
appeared to him and begged him, in his own behalf 
and that of other poor souls, to celebrate Holy Mass 
on the following day for the departed, in order to 
alleviate their sufferings. The saint replied that this 
was not possible, as it was his duty to offer the con- 
ventual Mass that particular week. “Alas! I conjure 
you, by the good God, come with me,” begged the 
departed friend, amid bitter tears, “come, that you 
may behold our torments. Then you will no longer be so cruel as 
to deny my request! I know that your heart is far too kind to leave 
us longer in such dreadful torments.” 

In an instant, St. Nicholas found himself transported to purgatory. 
He beheld a desert place, in which numberless souls of every age and 
rank were tortured by unspeakable pains and punishments of every 
kind. No word or picture can describe the torments which the saint 
beheld the poor souls enduring. They wrung their hands and pleaded 
with him for help. Nicholas was so deeply affected by the vision 
that he devoted the remainder of the night to most fervent prayer for 
the poor souls, and, with the permission of his Superior, offered the 
Holy Sacrifice for them, not only on the following day but for the 
whole week. 

“Our fire,” says a pious theologian, “is like a mild and gentle 
spring breeze compared to the flames of the place of purification; and 
the poor souls, burdened by the heavy weight of the punishment still 
attached to their forgiven sins, are enveloped by those fiery flames.” 
Yes, there is not the slightest doubt that their pains are indescribable, 
their sufferings unspeakable. Added to this, the duration of the pun- 
ishments of purgatory in many cases is extremely long. “It is de- 
termined,” as St. Augustine remarks, “according to the number and 
grievousness of the debt of sins to be cancelled.” What a mul- 
titude of venial sins is there not tobe expiated, since even the just 
man falls seven times a day, and how much temporal punishmént 
for grievous sins is there not to be atoned for! Souls must be pure 
from every stain, pure as the sunbeams, ere they can be admitted to 
the vision of infinite beatitude. Then, can it be imagined that the 
duration of the sojourn in the place of purification is a short one? 
No, as a rule it is long, very long. 

The vision of St. Nicholas of Tolentino should inspire us with 
a holy fear of the punishments of purgatory. It preaches to us in 
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glowing words: Fly from sin, even venial sin! Do not attach your 
heart to the sinful pleasures of this world. Earthly joy is very short 
compared to the sufferings you will have to endure in the world to 
come! If. our Lord seeks to purify you, before summoning you to 
eternity, by means of sickness, afflictions and cares, oh, accept them 
patiently in reparation for your sins! 

Yes, in our sufferings Jet us think of the immense torments of 
the poor souls. Let us never murmur against God’s holy will. On 
the contrary, let us rather rejoice that we can atone here, with com- 
paratively trifling pains, for that which in purgatory we should have 
to expiate with indescribable sufferings. Reflections on purgatory are 
a real balsam for our sufferings; and again, the patient endurance 
of these sufferings is as ready coin for the payment of our great 
debts to-God. The flames of purgatory also transmit to us the cry 
of the poor souls, who, sufferers like Job, with him supplicate us: 
Have pity on us, at least you, our friends, have pity on us! 





St. Bernard’s Nine-Point Program 








N OUR time it is popular for those who would 
impress upon others the importance of their 
advocated methods of reconstruction, reform, or 
social justice, to develop their message from 
certain outstanding points. Hundreds of years 
ago there lived a great reformer who also had 
a message for the world, and he condensed it into 
this nine-point program: — 

The religious lives with more purity and merit. 

The religious soul falls more rarely. 

The religious rises more quickly. 

The religious proceeds more cautiously. 

The religious is filled with more graces. 

The religious enjoys more peace. 

The religious dies with more confidence. 

The religious shortens her purgatory. 

The religious gains a more beautiful crown. 

So effective were these arguments of the great St. Bernard that 
he influenced thirty youths to accompany him when he left the world 
to enter the strict Cistercian Order. Conforming his life to these 
principles, he attained the heights of sanctity and led thousands of 
others happily onward to God in the religious life. 
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His words, supremely consoling for those who have consecrated 
themselves to God, have a special significance for those who feel 
God is calling them but allow themselves to be vanquished by Satan’s 
most successful weapon against vocations, — delay. Certain it is that 
when. a soul hears the whisper of the Master, inviting her to leave 
all, Satan will arouse a veritable storm of doubts and anxieties in 
her mind and heart, endeavoring by the tumult to drown the sweet 
voice of Christ. Often it is relatives, who, though devout in them- 
selves, become instruments of Satan to discourage or destroy the 
precious, priceless gift of a religious vocation. Oh, did families only 
realize how many graces a son or daughter consecrated to God will 
draw upon the home, they would assist, rather than hinder, a soul — 
longing to wing its flight from the world to the cloister. 

How many a parent must confess, with the father of St. Aloysius 
as he lay on his deathbed: “It is to the prayers of my son Aloysius 
that I owe my conversion.” It was a painful struggle for the noble 
father to give up his young son and to know that he would exchange 
the princely satins for the coarse Jesuit habit. For a time he refused 
his consent. But, like many a parent, on his deathbed, with his 
mind illumined by the light of eternity, he realized that the child 
given to God is the child returned twofold: first, through the bonds 
of blood supernaturalized; secondly, through spiritual relationship, 
by which the consecrated soul, near to God, immolates herself for 
the souls of dear ones. 

If Aloysius had delayed in following his vocation, we would 
probably not have a St. Aloysius today. Truly, “He who hesitates 
is lost!” This axiom may well be applied to a religious vocation. 
The years creep on, and the soul suddenly is brought face to face 
with the fact that she has missed her calling. Lonely hours and 
years are the inevitable result. “Sometimes,” writes a correspondent, 
“I attribute my crosses to the fact that ten years ago I was told 
several times by directors that I had a religious vocation and was 
urged to enter religion, but I did not listen. I lost my vocation.” 





Many noble souls have found their life's happiness in devoting theziselves 
to the unceasing Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament. This is the sublime 
vocation to which the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration have conse- 
crated their lives. For more than fifty years they have kept unceasing vigil 
before the Most Blessed Sacrament. To young ladies interested in the life and 
work of the community, a copy of the “Angelic Service” will gladly be mailed 
on request, together with any other information desired. 


Address: Ven. Mother M. Dolorosa, Prioress 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 














Little Lovers 








|HE beautiful Feast of Christmas has passed, but the sweet 
@ presence of the Babe in the manger has kept fresh in 
Ay) your hearts the joy and peace of that blessed day. As 
you knelt at the crib in your churches and looked lov- 
ingly at the image of the Holy Infant, did not the lessons 
you learned during the contest help you to understand 
better how much God loved you in becoming a poor 
little Child for your sake, and how you could show your love for 
Him in return? On Christmas night we gathered all the Little Lov- 
ers together in spirit before the Blessed Sacrament, where the Infant 
Jesus is truly present, and asked Him to bless each one very specially. 
You will be interested to know that among those who took part in 
the contest, twenty-four states were represented, besides Canal Zone 
and four provinces in Canada. 

As there was not enough space in the January number to print 
the letters of those who received honorable mention, we will print 
them now, as we had promised. You will surely enjoy them, and 
will at the same time benefit by the good lessons which they contain. 





George Hildebrand — Age 10 years 
St. Michael’s Academy, Chatham, New Brunswick, Canada 
Dear Contest Editor: 

One day during the Christmas Season, four boys and myself 
went to make a visit to the Crib. The Infant Jesus handed us 
five packages, one addressed to each. They were His Christmas 
Gift to us. F 

When John opened his, it was labeled ‘“‘Kindness.’’ Underneath 
was neatly written how to practice it as Jesus had done all through 
life. 
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On Harold’s was “Self-denial.” Jesus had denied Himself of 
so many things which He could have had on earth, His love of 
denial being the reason for His poor surroundings. 

Anderson’s was written in golden letters: “Charity.” This was 
to imprint on his mind that Charity is the greatest of all virtues 
and practicing it is a sure way to heaven. 

James’ package was labeled “Obedience.” The Child Jesus meant 
for him to follow His example by being subject to his parents. 

When I opened mine, it was “Poverty.” This was to teach me 
to bear my poverty and suffering patiently and not to complain if 
I do not get just everything I would like to have. 


Rita Rose Diéssner — Age 9 years 
St. Francis School, Nevada, Missouri 


Dear little Baby Jesus, 

When I look at You lying there so oneuts in the manger, Your little 
hands stretched out to me, it seems You say to me and to all little children, 
“Come to Me, dear little ones. I love you so much, and I want you near 
Me. Come, and I will tell you how to be good.” 

And then, dear Baby Jesus, You tell me first how You want me fo be 
meek and kind and not to want the best; to let others have the best like 
You did when you were born in the stable of Bethlehem on Christmas night. 
You did not have a nice soft bed to sleep in. Your foster father, St. Joseph, 
asked in Bethlehem, but they refused, so You had to have some straw to: 
sleep on. 

My sweet Baby Jesus, second You tell us all to be humble and to do 
things for others, like picking up things and putting things away for others, 
and trying to do something for another before she sees it is to be done or 
someone tells us to do it. If others tell us to do things for others, it isn’t 
as pleasing to You, is it, dear Jesus? 

My dear Jesus, the third You tell us is to be obedient and to obey others: 
older than we are and to do what they tell us to do and then, dear Jesus, 
I am sure You are pleased with us, aren't You, dear Jesus? I love You 
and I want to be with You for all eternity in heaven. If I want to go to 
heaven, I have to avoid sin as much as possible. You and the Blessed Mother 
did not commit a sin in Your whole life. If I could be like that, I am sure 
I would go to heaven. 

My dear Jesus, the fourth thing You tell us to do is to love one another 
as much as we love ourselves, but we must love our parents before we love 
others and, above all, love Jesus above all creatures in heaven and on earth. 

My dearest Jesus, the last thing You tell us to do is fo be gentle to one 
another and not to push, squeeze each other or to quarrel, to be full of fun,. 
to be joyful, but not to run and knock each other over or to bump our heads, 
but we should be gentle like You were when You were a child. 

Now, dear Jesus, I am going to close my letter. I love You so much, 
and I want to be a good child always. Help me to follow You. Teach 
me from the manger how to love You more and more, so I can be with 
You for all eternity in heaven. I give You my heart and all my love. 
Goodbye, sweet Baby Jesus, for this time. Your “Little Lover,” 
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Anna Marie Borkmeier— Age 9 years 
St. Stephen’s School, Exeter, Nebraska 


Dear Sisters: 

I’m writing you Five Things a Child Should Learn from the Child 
Jesus in the Crib: ; 

1. To be kind and good to everyone, for it was through His 
kindness and love for us that Jesus was born in a stable, and He holds 
out His little arms to embrace and love ali of us. 

2. To love and obey our parents, for Mary and Joseph were His 
parents, and even though He was God and they were very poor, He 
loved and obeyed them. 

3. We should learn to be humble like He is, because He wanted 
the poor shepherds to adore Him before the Kings adored Him. 

4. We should also learn to be poor if He wishes it, for He was 
born in a stable instead of a nice big house, and He didn’t have any 
clothes to wear, only some bands which our Blessed Mother wrapped 
around Him. 

5. And we should learn to always be patient in our sufferings, for 
the little Child Jesus was so cold and the crib was such a hard bed 
to lie on. 


Claire McDonald — Age 9 years 
St. Colman School, Washington C.H., Ohio 


When I look at the picture I learn these five things: 

1. Jesus is happy even in the stable because He has Mary and Joseph 
there, and He feels safe like I do with my mother and daddy. 

2. The picture makes me feel holy and quiet just like I feel in the church, 
because Jesus is in the tabernacle just as real as He is in the manger. 

3. Because Jesus let the poor shepherds visit Him instead of rich people, 
I learn that I must love the poor and always be kind to them. 

4. I like to watch the little lamb close to the crib. It is so white and 
gentle that it teaches me why Jesus calls Himself the “Lamb of God.” 

5. Last of all, when I look at the little Jesus, I want to hold Him in 
my arms— He is so sweet and lovely. This teaches me fo go very often to 
Holy Communion when I really do hold Jesus in my heart. 


Robert J. Learnont — Age 7 years 
Holy Innocents School, St. Louis, Missouri 

When I look at the picture of Baby Jesus in the crib, He seems 
to say to me: — 

1. Will you love Me with all your heart? 

2. Will you be kind and gentle like Me? 

3. Will you be humble and meek like Me? 

4. Will you help Me by trying to be good and not wound My Heart? 

5. Lastly, sweet Jesus, You seem to say: Peace be to your soul 
and to all men of good will. 
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Betty Jean Himsl — Age 12 years 
Our Lady of the Angels Academy, Little Falls, Minnesota 


Five Things a Child Should Learn from the Child Jesus in the Crib 

Looking at the Infant Jesus in the holy manger fills me with sentiments 
of wonder and admiration. We may learn many lessons from Him. Among 
these I mention only a few, such as: Charity, Obedience, Poverty, Patience 
and Humility. 

Charity is one of the virtues Jesus practiced, not only when He came into 
the world as a little Babe, but all through His life. How sweetly Jesus looks 
on us and with open arms bids us all to come to Him because He loves us. 

Obedience is another of the many virtues Jesus teaches us. He not only 
obeyed His earthly mother and father, but He also fulfilled the will of His 
Heavenly Father in every detail. See how He sleeps in the manger bed 
where our Blessed Mother placed Him. Then, too, St. Joseph picks Him up 
when He would like to sleep. But Jesus does not cry nor show any sign of © 
displeasure but smiles and gurgles cries of delight. 

Poverty — He was born among the dumb animals in a poor, poor stable 
when He could have been welcomed by the great and mighty angels instead 
of the poor shepherds. We grumble at the sufferings that the depression has 
brought upon us. Ah! Could we not suffer a little more for Him? Let us try. 

Patience — A rough, black, bare stable! Would we be patient to live in 
such a place when we knew we could live in a palace instead? No! We would 
not. With His hands outstretched and smiling lips, and all the while He is 
thinking of the bloody death He will have to endure. Would we not have 
prayed to the Heavenly Father to take away our crosses? Even now we 
cannot bear our little crosses. 

Humility — Last but not least! Could we be as humble as He is? Ah, no! 
We are not worthy to kiss His feet. How humble He was to leave His heav- 
enly throne where He was adored and praised by many angels, to come to this 
poor world to save us. And yet we insult Him every day by our sins. Ah! 
The humility of that Child! We should try to imitate Him in every way. 
His arms are outstretched, ready to receive us. Can we not do a little more 
for the Child Jesus in the Crib? 


Elizabeth Nagy — Age 11 years 
Our Lady of Angels School, Barton, Ohio 


Dear Boys and Girls, 

There are five important lessons every child can learn from the 
Infant Jesus in the manger. 

First of all, we are taught to accept everything God sends us 
and never complain. If we are poor and haven’t nice things like our 
companions, we should rather rejoice than feel badly. 

Another important lesson we can learn is mortification. The 
wintry cold which caused His delicate body to shudder and to feel 
its first pain was only the beginning of Christ’s continuous mortifica- 
tion. We, too, can practice many little acts of mortification which are 
very pleasing to Jesus. 

We may also learn humility. We can try sometimes to imagine 
what it must have meant for our Lord to leave His home in heaven 
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and be born in a poor stable which had been used only for a home 
for beasts. We should never be proud and think we are better 
than someone else. 

Love is another profitable lesson we may put into practice. We 
know that Jesus was born in this cold, dreary stable out of love for 
us. He wants us to follow His example and love everyone. If we 
really love Jesus and want to please Him, we will never hate anyone. 

Last, but not least, we can acquire a better understanding of 
the value of a soul. How dear in the sight of God our souls must 
be if Christ underwent such humiliations to save us! 


Catherine Demeter — Age 11 years 
Our Lady of Angels School, Barton, Ohio 
Dear Boys and Girls: 

In this letter I wish to mention five things every child should learn from 
the Infant Jesus in the manger. 

The first lesson I might mention is mortification. If Christ was willing 
to suffer so much from the cold and from the coarse straw in the manger 
for love of us, we should be glad to practice some little mortification every 
day for love of Him. 

What must it have been for Jesus to leave His beautiful home in heaven 
and be born in a lonely stable, the shelter for animals? Let us learn from 
this never to become proud and think that we are better than someone else. 

We may learn also obedience. Christ loves little children who do every- 
thing their parents and teacher tell them. Although Jesus knew far more 
than His Blessed Mother, He did everything she told Him. 

What poverty Jesus suffered in that poor stable! He had no nice warm 
bed, no warm clothes to wear. He was only wrapped in swaddling clothes. 
He did not even have the necessities of life. If we haven't all the nice things 
our schoolmates have we should not complain but we should be glad to imi- 
tate Jesus. 

The lesson that I consider most important and which I have left until 
last is love. It was love for us that made Christ come down from heaven 
into the stable, that He might some day take us to heaven. Who can think 
of this great love for each and every living creature without being filled 
with feelings of the greatest confidence? After Jesus’ example we must love 
everyone. 


Virginia Urban — Age 13 years 
Sacred Heart School, Topeka, Kansas 
Dear Sister: 

I am writing this letter to relate the five things we learn from the 
Baby Jesus in the crib. 

1. He teaches that it does not take the riches of the world to be 
near to God, by being born in the stable at Bethlehem. After all, 
comfort is not preparation for eternity. 

2. He teaches us to be gentle and kind, and when we have enemies, 
not to go against them, but pray to God that their spirits might be 
renewed. 
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3. When we are poverty-stricken, not to be discouraged and give 
up faith, because it might be the will of God that we are in this state. 
I think it is a privilege to be poor, like the Holy Family. 

4. To be meek and humble, both of heart and in actions. 

5. He stretches forth His hands to show His radiant love for us, 
and we should do the same to Him, and others. 


Marion Kinder — Age 13 years 
St. Boniface School, Cleveland, Ohio 
Dear Reverend Father, 

I wish to take part in your Contest. Five things a child should learn 
from the Child Jesus in the Crib are the following: 

1. We should learn fo be willing to make sacrifices for the Child Jesus, 
who was glad to come down from heaven to save us. 


2. We should learn to humble ourselves to others, as Jesus willed to be 


born in a poor stable, to a humble Virgin, a creature of His hand. 

3. We should learn obedience to our superiors from Christ's obedience 
to His Heavenly Father, by whose will He became man. 

4. We should learn fo love all our associates and do them good when- 
ever we can, as Christ proved His love for us. 

5. We should learn fo be grateful for all the good that we receive, for 
Christ had not even a pillow upon which to rest His head. 


Our Little Lovers Christmas Contest is completed. Many older 
persons who have read the sweet, edifying letters of lessons at the 
Crib have derived benefit, and we are certain all our LITTLE LOVERS 
have. It pleased us also to receive word that the prize winners appre- 
ciated their statues. May the Sweet Babe of Bethlehem keep you 
ever near His Crib! 


VIRTUE FOR JANUARY: The Holy Father wishes very much 
that Catholics do all they can to spread the Catholic Faith, espe- 
cially by living good lives and by studying their religion so they can 
explain it to others. This is part of the great work called ‘Catholic 
Action.”” Children can do their part by studying their catechism 
and Bible History well, and being very attentive at their religious 
instructions. Let us make this our practice for the month of Febru- 
ary, and try in every way we can to make our holy Faith attractive 
to others. 

ASPIRATION: Say a “Hail Mary” devoutly each day for the 
spread of the Catholic Faith. 
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